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Conquest of Mexico, or Stevenson's Virginifais Puerisquc ? Nor
must I omit a course of Jane Austen and George Eliot. Above
all Hardy's Tess of the d'Urbermlles.
Whilst Wilfred was thus engaged upon one side of my
education, my aunt Jennie Churchill was intent upon another.
She became my second mother. I had to go and see her
every morning and read The Times leaders to her while she
breakfasted. After that I had to practise how to do my hair,
for I did it, she said, abominably. Above all I must try to
talk and learn to smile and not look bored when anyone was
introduced.
" Remember that you are not invited for your own amuse-
ment, but to contribute to the party."
The necessity of marrying was perpetually urged upon me.
My family were very hard up and I knew the effort it was to
provide me with the necessary clothes. Nor was it done, as
I knew very well, for my amusement. My father regarded me
as an investment. If I married well I should have proved
myself worth while. My infatuation for Wilfred was deplored.
He had £500 a year, and at that time no prospects. £500 a
year! How did I know whether two people could or could not
live on it ? I knew nothing about money ; I was only quite
sure that I could live on anything or nothing with the man I
loved. My sentiments were scoffed at, and I was forbidden
to see him.
The fact was that not only I cared for Wilfred, but I was
paralysed by the general attitude of society towards elder sons,
I could not bring myself, however charming they might be
(and who shall say that elder sons cannot be charming ?) to
talk to them without self-consciousness. There were at that
time several conspicuous partis as people called them, and I
could not get rid of the sensation that they knew that I was
poor and that I knew they were marriageably desirable. I
could not bear that they should think, or that anyone looking
on should think, that I made the slightest effort to be unduly
amiable. Rather than be suspected of such an attitude I
was absurdly rude. If by any chance I did happen in spite of
everything to get on rather well with such an one, I was
irritated by the approval of my relations and by their effort

